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ello, and welcome to the September 2016 issue 
H of the Film & TV Mag! 

We'd again like to thank the people who have given us 
feedback, as without you we wouldn't know what to 
give you. We have removed the individual feedback per 
article series, as we feel we've now gathered enough 
data from everyone that’s participated. Alternatively, 
we have added a poll asking what TV series and films 
you are looking forward to seeing in the next month. 


We've got two interviews this issue; one with Jocko Sims 
from The Last Ship, and one with Deirdre Lovejoy from 
‘American Gothic’. 


In light of recent news, we also have an obituary to 
celebrate the life and works of the late Gene Wllder, 
and we have a special feature article on 5 Gene Wilder 
Films you should watch in his memory. 


As with every issue, we ve showcased another two short 
films which we feel you must see, a retro article [this 
time on Beast Wars], all the films coming in September, 
and a look back on films that came out this month ten 
years ago, as well as our regular indie and horror films 
of the month. We've got loads of trailers for you to 
take a look at, and even more articles that we haven't 
mentioned above! 


Please give us feedback by clicking the feedback form 
on this page so we can keep giving you the stuff you 


want to see. 


Don't forget to Like our Facebook page and Follow us 
on Twitter! 


Hope you enjoy this issue, see you next month and 
thanks for reading! 


‘The Editer 


PLEASE CLICK HERE IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS 


OR WANT TO GIVE US ANY FEEDBACK. 


@filmandtvmag 
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verybody knows the name of Gene Wilder, 
young or old. Whether he’s your Willy Wonka, 
or your Dr Frankenstein, everyone has some 
connection with him. Today, we learned with great 
sadness that the legendary funnyman has died aged 
83, from complications associated with Alzheimer’s 
disease. Born Jerome Silberman in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, USA, on 11th June 1933, he carved out a 
diverse career onscreen and stage, aswellasturning 


his hand to writing both books and screenplays. 


| could go on and on about what he has appeared 
in, and how he has impacted film and stage, but it 


simply wouldn't do him justice. 


| have a shameful admission. | have never watched 
“Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory” all the 
way through. In fact, the film | most remember 
Gene Wilder for is “See No Evil, Hear No Evil”, with 
the incomparable Richard Pryor. The script was, 
in fact, rewritten by Wilder himself, and, while it is 
not determined to be among his greatest movies, it 
has a special place in my heart. Perhaps because 
of its utter irreverence, and the connection with my 
childhood. 


Not only was he well known for his acting, but 
also as a philanthropist. After his second wife died 
of cancer in 1986, he helped to found the Gilda 


Radner Ovarian Cancer Detection Center in Los 
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Angeles, as well as Gilda’s Club, a support group to 
raise cancer awareness, which now has branches 
throughout the USA. 


Inacrueltwist of fate, Wilder himselfwas struck down 
by non-Hodgkin lymphoma in 1999, going into semi- 
retirement, although went into remission by 2005, 
following a stem cell transplant and chemotherapy. 
He went on to write his often hilarious and highly 
touching memoir, “Kiss Me Like a Stranger: My 
Search for Love and Art”, going on to release two 
novels before confirming his complete retirement 
from acting in 2008. “I don’t like show business, | 
realized,” he said to Alec Baldwin in a 2008 interview. 
“| like show, but | don’t like the business.” It is this 
attitude that made him a complete original, and 


someone who will never be forgotten. 


So | don't remember Wilder as a chocolate-touting 
shyster, or as Dr Frankenstein, or as the Waco Kid. 
| don’t connect him with Eugene Grizzard, or Leo 


Bloom, or Sigerson Holmes. 


For me, Gene Wilder will forever live on as the deaf 
Dave Lyons, and the lovable Skip Donohue in “Stir 
Crazy”. | hope he’s tearing up the afterlife with 
Richard Pryor, scandalising everyone with his own 
irreverent brand of humour. That’s one thing that 


will always live on. 
By Kay Scoble 
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0 GENE WILDER FILMS 
YOU NEED 10 WATCH 
IMMEDIATELY 


After the heart-wrenching news that one of the world’s comedy greats - Gene Wilder - has sadly passed away, 
we re left in 2016 missing yet another beloved actor. Gene Wilder was responsible for some absolutely fantastic 


films and as such | charge any film fan worth their salt to watch at a minimum the following classics. 


Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory (1971): 


g his utterly surreal and wonderful film was based on the Roald Dahl book Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory, and Gene Wilder stars as Willy Wonka himself. He managed to capture the quirky and funny 
character from the novel perfectly, whilst still keeping the dark undertones in tact. The author, Dahl, 
may not have been a fan but the film remains one of the most well-known cult classics of all time, and 


Mr Wilder was definitely the reason. 
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Blazing Saddles (1974): 

If you like comedies and you like westerns, then this film is the perfect amalgamation of the two. 

™@ Wilder stars in yet another Mel Brooks film (that he wasn’t first choice for either!) as a recovering 

drunkard who helps the Sheriff (Cleavon Little] see off a gang of racist thugs. It’s a real satirical 

masterpiece with political and societal themes and all round hilariousness. If you only watch one film 
on this list {and why the hell would you?) then this should be it. 
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Young Frankenstein 
GRA ZAE 
. Top team Mel Brooks and Gene Wilder 


teamed up to write the screenplay for this film 


satirising horror films, especially those based on 
Mary Shelley’s classic Frankenstein. With the former 
directing and the latter starring, the film is an 
absolutely outstanding one. It was unusually shot in 
black and white only to pay tribute to classic horror 
films and was also chosen for preservation by the 
National Film Registry. Brooks himself considered 
it to be amongst his finest work, but it’s Wilder that 
as per usual steals the show and he really is on form 


here as a young Dr. Frederick Frankenstein. 
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See No Evil, Hear No Evil 
GRETIE 


This film might not be considered many 
people's favourite Gene Wilder film, but it is, without 
a doubt, my favourite. A hilarious story about two 
men who witness a murder. Plot twist though - one of 
them, Dave (Gene Wilder], is deaf and the other, Wally 
(Richard Pryor] is blind. Wilder and Pryor are just a 
flawless comedy duo, and if you want to be laughing 
nonstop for a whole thr 43 minutes then look no 
further. Don't pass up on this chance to see two of the 


greatest comedy actors in a just bloody funny film. 
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LEGO BATMAN TRAILER 
ANALYSIS 


rom the creators of Batman, Batman Returns, 
Batman and Robin, Batman Forever, Batman 
Begins, The Dark Knight, The Dark Knight 
Returns, Batman v Superman and “EVERYTHING IS 
AWESOME!” otherwise known as The Lego Movie, 
comes the spin off everyone wants to see! No, not 


Iron Man... 


BATMAN! 


After all, who doesn't love the Caped Crusader family! 
Good old loyal Alfred, Bruce Way... | mean... Batman 
and the boy wonder in green hot pants, Robin! Batman 


has been given babysitting duty on teenage orphan, 
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Robin and decides to keep him as an ally in his lifelong 
mission to capture and imprison the Joker. What can 


possibly go wrong? 


This is without a doubt going to be another smash hit 
with great one liners like 
“Does Batman live in Bruce Wayne’s basement?” 


“No, Bruce Wayne lives in Batman’s attic.” 


Every single bit of youth left in me cannot even explain 
how excited | am for this! Hurry up February! Why? 
BECAUSE I’M BATMAN! 


By Daisy Fox 
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IN THIS ARTICLE SERIES WE WILL BE 
BRINGING YOU A RECOMMENDED INDIE 
FILM EACH MONTH! THESE ARE FILMS THAT 
HAVE CAUGHT OUR EYE THAT WE WANT 
YOU TO WATCH TO GIVE US YOUR OPINION! 


INDIE FILM OF THE MONTH 
Making Good Men 


t's not very often thata film or documentary can come 


along and reduce you to tears, and even fewer that 
leave such a lasting impression that you can barely 
speak about it until you have taken time to process 


things yourself. 


| was privileged enough to be the first non-New Zealand 
journalist to see Making Good Men, a documentary 
produced by Te Amokura Films, and featuring actor 
Manu Bennett and former New Zealand All Blacks 
rugby player Norm Hewitt. Making Good Men tells the 
story of Manu and Norm’s childhood enmity and how 
their lives diverged, before crossing paths again a few 


years ago aS grown men. 


It is a raw, visceral look at how Norm Hewitt’s 
upbringing shaped him, bringing him to the sharp 
and ultra-focused point of beating Manu Bennett so 


brutally that he thought he was going to kill him, had 
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someone else not stepped in to stop him. It hones in on 
the effect that caustic relationship had on both men, 
shaping who they became, and ultimately leading 
down the road to redemption for Norm, and allowing 


Manu some sort of healing. 


Finding out that an All Blacks rugby star - the ultimate 
role models to young people in New Zealand - was not 
only a bully, but went on to deal drugs and descend into 
alcoholism is not what you expect to hear when you 
listen to Norm Hewitt’s story. He tells a tale of a cycle 
of abuse started in his home, with his father brutally 
beating him with a belt, perpetuated at Te Aute School 
for Maori Boys where he was sexually abused by an 
older boy, before being taught to fight. He learned to 


fight so brutally that he seriously injured his mentor. 


This violence was further brought to bear when Manu 


Bennett transferred to Te Aute, and was picked for the 
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rugby first XV. Norm tells a tale of jealousy, of indignation 


that the upstart Manu didn't have to work his way up. 
This boiled over into a violent encounter where Norm 
“jumped on his head”. The documentary details how 
each young man moved on from this: Manu to become 
an actor, driven to be the best in his field, and Norm to 
take the rugby world by storm as an All Black. 

Still, each carried their demons. Norm became an 
alcoholic, his descent into drink culminating in a 
widely reported incident in a hotel in Queenstown, 
New Zealand. Manu, for his part, was never able to 
properly grieve his mother and brother, both of whom 


died shortly before he started at Te Aute school. 


Each man carried these burdens alone, until a chance 
encounter at Auckland International Airport a couple of 
years ago. Norm and Manu both describe the moment 
they met again, and what strikes me each time | watch 


is the reverence in their voices, almost as though each 
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is acknowledging that they have that one moment to 
take that second chance, to move forward instead of 
clinging onto something that has, so far, shaped their 
adult lives. There is a warmth there, a mutual respect, 
and | find the footage of them sharing the hongi - the 


Maori ‘breath of life” incredibly moving. 


This chance meeting brought about a period of healing 
for both of them, a new beginning. It was the start of 
them being able to lay their demons to rest. For Norm's 
part, he was able to reconcile the man he Is now - 
peaceful, humble - with the disturbed boy he was. He 
started mending fences with his father in particular, 
repairing a relationship that could have been utterly 


destroyed by the past physical abuse he suffered. 


The documentary also follows Manu on a trip to the 
grave of his mother and brother, a gut-wrenchingly raw 


and emotional scene, the actor laying himself bare, 


September - Issue 5 © 


THE FILM & TV MAG 


all in the name of healing. It is a poignant and intense 
scene, which pulls at the heartstrings and shows a 
new dimension to an actor who is largely seen as a 


hard man. 


Directed by Fiona Apanui-Kupenga of Te Amokura 
Productions, she explains how the documentary came 
about. “Norm and | have been friends for many years 
and we talk regularly. One day when we were chatting 
he told me about meeting Manu atthe airport and what 
it had meant to him. We decided then that we wanted 
to tell his story, we just weren't sure how. Initially we'd 
thought about a series on bullying but eventually came 
to the realisation that this story needed to be told in 


doco format.” 


The documentary premiered on TV3 in New Zealand on 
July 25th 2016, and is in the process of being submitted 
to film festivals worldwide. This is not just a story for 
New Zealand, but a powerful message for the rest of 
the world, showing how even the darkest pasts can be 
overcome towards a brighter future. “We've submitted 


it to an international film festival and we re just waiting 
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to hear if we’ve been successful,” says Fiona. “We're 
also in talks with a distribution company but nothing 
is confirmed at this stage. Norm and Manu would love 
the doco to have an international audience because 
the issues they talk about are universal in terms of 


bullying, domestic violence and sexual abuse.” 


Making Good Men was made with the support of NZ 
On Air. “We are a government funding agency with 
the mandate to reflect New Zealand's culture and 
identity through investing in local media content,” says 
Allannah Kalafatelis of NZ On Air. “Rather than funding 
one public service broadcaster, the NZ government 
funds NZ On Air to run a contestable process to find 
the best content to fund, on television, radio and online. 
The funded television content can appear on any 
free-to-air broadcaster in NZ, meaning it can reach 
a wider variety of audiences. Making Good Men is an 
excellent example of the type of culturally important 
programming NZ On Air exists to fund. We expect it 
will have a big impact with its audience, and hopefully 


fuel an important national conversation.” 
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Not only a national conversation, but international. 
This incredibly powerful film is worth watching - keep 
an eye out for it if you're not lucky enough to live in 
New Zealand. b 

Ma 
Next month, we have an exclusive interview with Norm § — 
Hewitt, talking about how his early years affected his 
adult life, how he finally broke the cycle of violence, 
and what he Is doing now to be a good example for his 


own son. 


Links: 

Watch Making Good Men (NZ only): 
www.primetv.co.nz/videos 
(available until January 24th 2017) 


Helplines (NZ only): 
Shine 
0508 744 633 


www.Z2shine.org.nz 


Lifeline 
0800 543 354 


www.lifeline.org.nz 


It's Not OK 
0800 456 450 


www.areyouok.org.nz 


Youthline 
0800 37 66 33 
Free Text 234 


Te Amokura Productions: http://www.teamokura.com 


NZ On Air: http://www.nzonair.govt.nz 


By Kay Scoble 
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FILMS DUE OUT IN SEPTEMBER 
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CLICK THE POSTERS TO WATCH THE TRAILER 


MORGAN 


A corporate troubleshooter gets sent toa remote 
top-secret location, in order to investigate and 
evaluate an “accident”. 


Release Date: September 2nd 


THE LIGHT BETWEEN OCEANS 


A couple living in a lighthouse raise a baby they 
find offshore. 


Release Date: September 2nd 


- SULLY 


The true story of Chesley Sullenberger, an airline 
pilot that landed his plane in the Hudson River and 
saved 155 passengers. 


Release Date: September 9th 


THE WILD LIFE 


Robinson Crusoe plus animal friends. A recipe for 
animated comedic disaster, right? 


Release Date: September 9th 
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WHEN THE BOUGH BREAKS 


A young couple hire a surrogate mother, who 
instantly becomes obsessed with the husband. 


Release Date: September 9th 


BRIDGET JONES'S BABY 


It has been 12 years since we have seen her, but 
Renee Zellweger Is back as Bridget Jones, awoman 
who questions her life as she enters her forties. 


Release Date: September 16th 


SNOWDEN 


The story of Edward Snowden, a former NSA 
employee who leaked secret documents to 
the public. 

Release Date: September 16th 


BLAIR WITCH 


At last, a proper follow up to the horror cult classic. 
Blair Witch follows the brother of one of the original 
movie's protagonists as he tries to discover the fate 
of his sister. If it’s as scary as the original, you'll 
need a change of pants! 


Release Date: September 16th 


QUEEN OF KATWE 


A Ugandan girl becomes a master in chess. 


Release Date: Release Date: September 23rd 
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CARCM-RULFO SENSME: 


THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 


A prequel to The Hateful Eight, and a sequel to The 
Ridiculous Six. A group of gunmen in in the Old 
West stop thieves from invading a small town. 


Release Date: Release Date: September 23rd 


STORKS 


| don't know if there’s an actual plot to this movie, 
but it is going to leave some children very confused 
about where babies really come from. 


Release Date: Release Date: September 23rd 


MISS PEREGRINE'S HOME 
FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 


A boy finds a home with a group of children with 
very intricate powers. 


Release Date: Release Date: September 30th 


DEEPWATER HORIZON 


The story of one of the worst oil spills in history 
in the Gulf of Mexico in 2010. 
Release Date: Release Date: September 30th 


DEEPWATER 
HORIZO I 
By Tina Guglielmi 
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WHICH FILMS ARE YOU MOST LOOKING FORWARD T0 
OUT OF THESE? 


MORGAN CLICK HERE T0 VOTE 
BLAIR WITCH CLICK HERE T0 VOTE 


THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN CLICK HERE T0 VOTE 


MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME 
FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN ees eae 


WHICH OF THESE TV SHOWS ARE YOU MOST LOOKING 
FORWARD TO STARTING NEXT MONTH? 


American Horror Story CLICK HERE TO VOTE 
The 100 CLICK HERE T0 VOTE 
Arrow CLICK HERE T0 VOTE 


Ash vs Evil Dead CLICK HERE T0 VOTE 


Blindspot CLICK HERE T0 VOTE 
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THE ARRIVAL TRAILER 
ANALYSIS 


he aliens theme has felt overdone in recent 

years and they all have a similar plot. Will they 

be friend or foe? Will they try to kill us? Most 
probably as that’s what makes a movie. There are 
always masses of CGI, explosions, the use of some 
brilliant one liners for good measure and always, 
always, always, destroy landmarks, monuments and 
bridges. Or the other most common theme is in space, 
where there Is an otherworldly encounter and it ends 
the same way, but with less monument destruction 
and more explosions. That’s just what will happen, 
right? So at least we are all fully prepared for these 
scenarios thanks to Hollywood. But what if it doesn't 


happen quite like that? 


The Arrival looks to be the something new we have 
been looking for! Yes, it is a friend or foe film, but it 


looks different to other films and has really captured 
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my imagination. The feel of the film is more that of 
a humanitarian and peacekeeping mission than a 
“let’s blow them up’ theme”. The novelty of visitors 
from space has worn thin on the big screen, but the 
concept of befriending them and becoming allies 
seems a much more realistic imagining how we would 
handle it. Going back to the likes of Close Encounters 
of the Third Kind (1977), Amy Adams plays the role of 
a translator who Is called in to communicate with the 


newly landed UFOs in a plea for peace. 


She finds herself on a clock to be able to communicate 
our intentions before global war strikes, and we 
circle back to explosions, death and distinction of the 
human race. She alone can prevent this, and her solo 
mission looks to be every bit as intense, gripping and 


exciting as the classic films we are so accustomed to. 


By Daisy Fox 
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READY TO FEEL OLD AND LETHARGIC? 
WE HAVE SOME BRILLIANT FILMS 
FROM 2006 THAT WILL REFRESH 
YOUR MEMORY AND MAKE YOU GET 
OUT THESE CLASSICS WITH A TRUSTY 
PORTION OF POPCORN. 


’ 


FILMS OUT 10 YEARS AGO. 


September 2006 


eptember 2006 saw the release of a host of 
films worth remembering from genres across 
the board, except perhaps science fiction and 
fantasy, where there seemed a gap, a lack of stories, 
certainly in the mainstream releases. The Last King 
of Scotland and Little Miss Sunshine won numerous 
awards in the US and abroad. One is a harrowing tale 
based on reallife history and the other isa fun, feel good 
film; both are journeys of realisation and acceptance of 


self and those around them. 


THE LAST KING OF SCOTLAND 


A Scottish doctor, Garrigan (James McAvoy] travels 
to Uganda in the early 1970's intent on helping the 
people and finds himself working for President Amin 
(Forrest Whitaker]. 
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Trying to escape a suffocating family life and a career 
planned out for him, he moves to Uganda looking 
for adventure and becomes enthralled with the new 
president. We follow him through from a village the 
complete opposite of his life in Scotland to an almost 
idyllic, privileged life, with only glimpses of the effects 
of the new regime from other characters he meets 
either briefly or intimately. Not wanting to believe the 
rumours, he only begins to question what Is happening 
when his life is put in direct danger and realises how 


his own actions are affecting the people around him. 


At first, you are kept guessing along with ‘is it true what 
they say?’ or ‘is he making changes for the good”’, until 
we see the horrors occurring and the manipulation of 


the world outside Uganda. Whether you believe his 
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blind faith or think his naivety worsened the situation, 


you want him to survive. 


LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE 


In a yellow Volkswagen van, the Hoover family takes 
an 800 mile trip to get their 8 year old daughter, Olive 
(Abigail Breslin] into the Little Miss Sunshine beauty 
pageant. Each family member, including the van, has 
their unique problems and outlook on life. It has the 
premise of being a disastrous trip, no one really wants 


to be on. 


The van likes to break down and honk all on its own, the 
son, Dwayne [Paul Dano) has taken a vow of silence, the 
grandad, Edwin [Alan Arkin) has been kicked out of his 
care home for taking heroin. The uncle, Frank (Steve 
Carell), is living at home after a suicide attempt, the 
father, Richard (Greg Kinnear], is building his career 
as a motivational speaker and the mother, Sheryl (Toni 


Collette] is trying to keep it all together. 


One by one, things fall apart for each of them. 
Dwayne discovers he is colour blind, prompting him 
to break his vow, Richard’s business takes a dive, 
Frank bumps into the recent ex-boyfriend and Edwin 


takes one last overdose. 


Throughout the two days they learn how much they 
need each other's support and have to band together 
to smuggle Edwin's body out of the hospital. They 
make it to the pageant and despite their reservations, 
Olive shows them and the entire audience how their 


uniqueness makes them a family. 


By Vicky 
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HORROR PICK OF THE MONTH 


The Orphanage (2007) 
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rom visionary director Guillermo Del Toro, 
. 

creator of Pan’s Labyrinth, Julia’s Eyes, Crimson 

Peak Tale nate lanvaanle)acwaece)aatssomr-]avelaalclamarclelaldiare| 


tale of love, heartache and terror. 


This Mexican director is becoming bigger and better 
with his authentic and sometimes too realistic stories 
that combine some of our biggest fears, with events 


that could happen to anyone. 


The Orphanage tells the story of a family who move 
aldob- ame) ee ela olat-lat-[e[-mwaal-uu-mel=\electe maale)dal-1em m-lUlacre 
grew up. They find it a safe haven to raise their 
adopted son, Simon, away from prying eyes, due to 


his deteriorating health. 


Simon soon makes an imaginary friend and tries to 
show Lauren his new friend by taking her to a cave 
on the beach where he lives. Finding nothing, Lauren 
idaliale-mareldaliaremantelasmelmi@elaid|maat-Mr-lanliNmaleysim-Me)imsale l=) 


party for him. Simon vanishes without a trace and 


The Film & TV Mag 


Lauren decides to pursue it herself, determined to 
understand what happened to her son. This soon leads 
to paranoia and hearing and seeing things that arent 
there. The stress boils over and strange things start 
to happen within the house. Pipes seem to talk to her 
and things move on their own, as if there is someone 
in the house. She soon realises that if she is to ever get 
her son back, the only way is to communicate with the 


vaudidt=ssm lam allem alelaatsn 


This wonderfully shot film leaves you with a twist 
you never saw coming and makes it one of the most 
unforgettable endings you will ever see. It beautifully 
combines real life with the paranormal into a terribly 
realistic experience that could happen to anyone. As a 
huge Del Toro fan, | believe The Orphanage to be of the 


best films he has ever made, bar Pan’s Labyrinth. 


Be warned, this film will give you goosebumps 


for sure! 
By Daisy Fox 
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THE woons TRAILER UPDATE 


or those of you who read my article two months 
back on The Woods, thiswillseema bit strange. 
Why would anyone write about the same thing 
twice? After all, it was only a trailer review! However 
there has been an amazing development which | 
think everyone needs to know about! So for those 
of you who didn't read my original article, here is a 


quick recap. 


The trailer showed a lot of potential to be something 
brilliant, telling you so little about the film’s plot other 
than being set in the obviously titled ‘woods’. The 
trailer proceeded to show us a combination of hand 
held and panoramic shots with beautiful elegant 
landscapes and dark, gritty, and fear filled snapshots. 
On the other hand it could easily be another film 
hiding its true intentions because it has nothing to 
offer the viewers beyond what is shown in the trailer, 
with it being in the fateful hands of Lionsgate it is a 


toss up on its success. Lionsgate have created such 
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greats as the SAW franchise (2004-2010),The Devil's 
Rejects (2005) and Cabin in the Woods (2012) which 
fills you with hope over a new horror adventure, until 
you remind yourself of their total flops. The likes of 
Cabin Fever (2003), My Bloody Valentine (2009) and 
Jessabelle (2014) can easily be added to the ‘never 
watch again’ pile. Nevertheless | was very excited 
about this new film by Lionsgate and believed it will 
live up the the hype of claiming to be ‘one of the 


scariest movies in decades’. 


So why are we back here two months later you ask? 
Well as it turns out | was entirely right to be excited! 
Just like the sequel to Cloverfield being made in 
secret and retitled later on, The Woods have given 
us one hell of a treat here folks! Do you remember 
the first time you saw the handheld camera used 
in a horror film? | do. It was The Blair Witch Project 
without a doubt. It not only combined realism and 


fear of the supernatural with the perception that it 
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could happen to anyone! The documentary feel was 


so original and the ‘found footage’ was played on 
with a missing persons’ website! | remember when 
| first saw the website before the film was released 
and truly believing it. Not just because you wanted to 
make it seem more real (as every movie has a website 
nowadays], but because it had never been seen before. 
Also the notion that you were watching something that 
had already happened and it was unchangeable. The 
idea that these people are already ‘missing’ or even 
dead, and you would be watching how events unfolded 
and be helpless In preventing it. It not only made the 
whole film a thousand times better and scarier, but 
it started something in the horror industry that has 
made billions since its use. The likes of Paranormal 
Activity and, yes, Cloverfield, followed in the original 
90s horror footsteps to make it feel as real as possible 


for viewers, giving new dimensions of horror. 


Now, why am | so excited about this retitled version of 
The Woods? Let's recap the original trailer one more 
time. There is a group of people in the woods. It is 
clearly a beautiful location and yet something terrible 
happens there. All the audience currently know Is that 
the masses of woodlands imply they won't be escaping 
the fates shown to us in those 3 second snippets of 


hell. They combine our well loved handheld footage 
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with more modern and truly beautiful panoramas 
combining old and new filming techniques, and thats 
it. So are you ready for the bombshell now? Because 
if you haven't guessed it at this point then clearly | 


haven't been blunt enough... 


You got it right horror fans...WE ARE GETTING A 
DECENT BLAIR WITCH SEQUEL! 


The newly titled trailer, Blair Witch has now got 
a lot of original trivia in there for the cult fans like 
myself! From the stone piles outside the tents and 
the hanging wood sculptures around their site, to the 
repercussions of going after the witch. There is still 
no sign of the infamous witch of course [just like the 
old days before CGI went mad with the likes of Don't 
Be Afraid of the Dark (2010) or Mama (2013) but there 
you have it guys! The classic horror that reinvented 
the face of horror as we know it today, is officially 


returning to our big screens! 


Now please excuse me while | go rewatch the newly 
edited trailer and explode in excitement! You should 


too, It’s brilliant! 


THE BLAIR WITCH RETURNS! 
By Daisy Fox 
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. Short films and sci-fi films are where the fans have made them rea own ‘aceérd With By monetary 
value. We want to showcase two films each month to” ) give a taste of what you ah Ard out there. Some films 


can be as short as three minutes and some can even be up to an hour and_a half long. We hope you enjoy 


these as much as we did! 


WANDERERS 


By Erik Wernquist 
“A restless few, drawn by a craving they can hardly understand, to undiscovered lands and 


new words.” - Carl Sagan 


This is simply a breathtakingly beautiful short. A visually poetic piece created around 
the legendary author and astronomer Carl Sagan’s narration of his ‘The Pale Blue Dot’ 
monologue. Erik Wernquist created the visual for it, a combination of gorgeous CGI and a 
little Live action, bringing the landscapes of the planets In our solar system to life in glorious 
detail. Erik’s concept was to showa glimpse of the fantastic and beautiful nature that surrounds 
us on our neighboring worlds - and above all, how it might appear to us if we were there. A great 


soundtrack puts the cherry on top to create a stirring three minute film. 


Website: http://www.erikwernquist.com/ 
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AMBITION 


By Platige Image 

Imagine looking back from the distant future at the moments that defined an era in human 
exploration of space. How would they tell those stories? Armstrong walking on the moon, the 
first space shuttle launch, or the Rosetta Mission? The film was created in collaboration with 
the European Space Agency to celebrate their pioneering mission which landed a probe ona 
comet for the first time in human history. A creative and unique way to publicise science to 
the masses, aiming and succeeding at creating a sense of wonder. Starring Game of Thrones’ 
Aidan Gillen, it is a truly epic way to bring the story of the Rosetta mission to life with fantastic 


special effects and a brilliant soundtrack. 


Website: http://www.platige.com/en/page/474-Ambition_FilmAidam 


By TJ Jeffrey 
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IT TRAILER ANALYSIS 


ave you ever thought about what will happen 
when technology begins to consume everything 
we do? If there will be a reenactment of |, Robot 
(2004) where the technology turns against us and even 
your house Isn't safe anymore? Or if Mr. Robot could 
come true where extreme hackers can send damaging 
evidence to the police and even hack the FBI (of course 


based around the hacker group Anonymous, who does 


just that). With the ability to make all personal records 


public knowledge or eradicate any digital footprint 


effectively wiping away any trace of your existence? 


In the last 20 years, technology has advanced to the 


point we can nowrun our homes electronically through 
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voice commands or retina scans. Which is undeniably 
cool, right? But what happens when someone smarter 
than your advanced technology comes along and 
threatens to destroy everything you have through 
hacking? Pierce Brosnan stars as a loving father who 
becomes victim to a hacker who Is doing just that to 
get back at him overprotecting his daughter. This film 
looks to be a great warning of how man can always 
overcome something man made, and just how far 
someone will go to protect their family. | for one can't 


wait to see this film! 


By Daisy Fox 
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eirdre Lovejoy has a long pedigree in film and 

television, but is probably best known for her 

role as Rhonda Pearlman in the classic HBO 
show The Wire. One of those instantly recognisable 
faces (and voices}, Deirdre is currently starring in the 
CBS drama American Gothic. The show centres on 
a prominent Boston family, and how their seemingly 
perfect lives crumble after it is revealed that they have 
a personal connection to a series of murders from 
more than a decade ago. Deirdre plays Linda Cutter, 
the lead detective on the Silver Bells Killings, a series 


of unsolved murders from a decade and a half ago. 


We talked about her role in American Gothic, her 
penchant for playing ballsy, kickass women and how 
she came to be the proud owner of Mr Pickles, an 


adopted “something-poo”. 


When we spoke, Deirdre had wrapped on American 


Gothic just the day before. 


“It was a bittersweet day,” she explains. “It was one of 


those charmed situations where the cast and the crew 


r 
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A THIRTEEN PART 


genuinely loved each other. None of us know whether 
we ll see one another again, at least for this particular 


project as of yet, but boy, it’s been a really fun ride.” 


| ask her to tell us a little bit about her character in 
the show, Detective Linda Cutter. “What can | say that 
might be a bit revelatory,” she muses, taking a second 
to think. “| don’t know if | can give huge insight, other 
than the fact | really loved playing her! She’s a breath 
of fresh air in terms of her no-nonsense approach to 
everything, and her extremely low tolerance for bullshit. 
Also, | think her sense of humour, which grows out of 
the stuff she sees at work every day. You have to have 
that switch that enables you to be liked and be able 
to laugh when you're solving crimes all day, especially 
murders! | love that she has that ability to carry that 
humour and that drive into a solid place in the BPD 


[Boston Police Department]. It’s really fun to play.” 


Giventhat Cutter isa pivotal character, |wonderwhether 
Deirdre had any input into shaping the character. “| 
think, by osmosis, | did, because | know that the Cutter 


character became one of the writers’ favourites. | 


MURDER MYSTERY 


at | 
PAIN 
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was just watching the Comic Con panel that Corinne 
Brinkerhoff, Megan Ketch, Antony [Starr] and Gabriel 
[Bateman] did, and at the end of the panel, Corinne 
was asked whether there were any surprises in terms 
of how the story went in the season. | was thrilled and 
shocked to hear Corinne say that the biggest surprise 
was my character, Cutter, because the writers just dug 
what was happening, and kept giving Linda more and 
more to do. It was fun for them, and it complemented 
the darkness in the other storylines. In that way, by 
showing up and being faithful to the writing, | think 
| served her well, and her role gets larger, and her 


presence gets greater as the season progresses. ” 


| comment that Cutter gets a lot of the good lines, and 
has been described as a scene stealer. Deirdre seems 
a little surprised at this. “Well... that’s nice,” she says, 
chuckling a little. “That’s lovely, unless it’s my fellow 
actors saying it about me! It’s a great change of pace 


for me. | worked on a show called The Wire for many 
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years, and it was very serious, and my guest star work 
has been fun, but usually pretty dramatic. I’m the girl 
you call if you want a good prosecutor, or Someone very 
mean, or who Is able to break into tears in a second! 
I'm not often allowed to ply my sense of humour, and 


that’s been really fun, for the first time in a long time.” 


Cutter isn’t all laughs, though. In episode five is a 
scene where she goes after the son of one of the lead 
characters, and | comment that she comes over as 
unlikable in that scene. | wonder whether there was 
something deeper and more calculating to what we 
see on the surface. “| think she’s a good detective,” 
Deirdre explains. “She’s paired with a member of the 
Hawthorne family, and the evidence points to one of the 
Hawthornes. That's where the evidence is leading her, 
and she doesn't have a partner who she fully trusts at 
this point. | can see how one might find that unlikable, 
but | don't think it’s out of sorts, and she’s really trying 


to get to the bottom of the case. She's going to chase 


down every lead, and | don’t think she is able to trust 


her partner with pursuing the evidence objectively.” 


It's obvious that Cutter is something of a kickass woman 
ina man’s world, and | ask Deirdre what drives Cutter, 
what makes her tick. “There are people that find their 
calling, and, in her blood, Cutter is a detective, a cop 
through and through. There's the kind of loyalty that 
exists for people who grew up in Boston. Then there's 
the kind of loyalty that exists in a brotherhood of 
firemen or policemen: | like to think that she’s not the 
only cop in her family. It’s just who she Is, and | think 
because she’s devoted a couple of decades of her life 
to it, it’s all she knows. It’s her world. She’s very driven 


by getting to the truth, it’s all she knows.” 


American Gothic has an extremely heavyweight cast 
for a network primetime drama, with renowned actors 
Antony Starr, Virginia Madsen and Juliet Rylance 
[stepdaughter of Oscar-winner Mark Rylance] carrying 
lead roles. It is to Deirdre’s credit that her character is 
a real stand-out. | asked what she has enjoyed most 
about working with such a big-name cast. ‘It is a 
heavyweight cast,” she agrees. “| think showing up for 
whatever scene | show up for, it’s always with a fantastic 
actor. | might be staring at Antony Starr, or Elliot Knight, 
Virginia Madsen, Stephanie [Leonidas], Justin Chatwin, 
even Gabriel [Bateman], the freaking ten year old kid, 
is brilliant! That kid is a hell of an actor, so that’s pretty 
joyful. | really appreciated the writing. The flexibility of 
the whole writing staff, once they started seeing their 
words in the mouths of the cast members, made every 
single script more personal and better. They got to 
know everyone's proclivities and strengths, and really 
played to that. When you have a stellar cast like that, it 


was just great fun to play.” 
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The cast of the show, though - somewhat unusually - 
seems quite female driven, including the showrunner, 
and there's a great emotional intelligence to the 
writing, which isn’t seen that often. “You know 
what, I’m really glad you noticed that,” Deirdre says. 
“Corinne [Brinkerhoff, the showrunner] has managed 
to really seamlessly - ‘fingerprintlessly’ - has created 
this strong, female-driven ensemble. There's not a 
dumb blonde in the bunch - even though there's a Lot of 
blondes! The fish rots from the head down, and every 
week, the episode writer was on the set. Half of our 
directors were female, and that’s a ratio you never see 


on network television. Usually, it’s a good five to one. 
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She did that all without any feminist trumpet blowing, 
she just hired the best people. She also created this 
storyline that’s equally balanced between the men 
and the women, It’s not really more female-centric. 
The brothers and Brady are three very strong male 
characters, and there’s Jack and Alison’s husband. It’s 
pretty equal, but even because it’s equal, it seems very 
female-centric, which is an interesting thing. We don't 
have that iconography. If it’s nicely balanced, it seems 
unbalanced. In this case, it’s a beautiful swing toward 
seeing more women at the centre of the story. That's 
Corinne. She's young, she’s up and coming, and we're 
just beginning to see great things from her. She's an 
enormous talent, and has an enormous eye for talent, 
and a great gift for bringing together a very strong 
group of really kind people. Who doesn't need more of 
that in the world?” 


It's hard to ignore the parallels between Linda Cutter 
and Deirdre’s most famous role, Rhonda Pearlman 
- an assistant state’s attorney - on The Wire. When | 
mention this, Deirdre seems surprised. “| didn’t know 
there comparisons happening,” she laughs. “We are 
who we inherently are. All actors, | believe, like to fancy 
themselves as agents of transformation. On stage, 
| certainly play a greater variety of characters than 
| am able to on television or film. | think, inherently, 
my essence Is a strong woman, and, in that way, it’s 
still me and | bring what | bring. I'm hopefully using a 
different set of tools with this particular basket, but it’s 
inherently my spirit. | would hope that’s the link rather 


than making all of the same actor choices.” 


| mention that I'ma massive fan of The Wire, and Deirdre 
responds enthusiastically. “It’s such a gift to be able to 
have been a part of that show, and | am absolutely over 


the moon that twelve years later, people are still being 
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turned onto it. There's anew HD streaming version, and 
the legions of fans just keep growing. It’s pretty great 


when you become a small part of television history.” 


| remark that Deirdre’s filmography is a catalogue of 
more cerebral, complex shows and films, as opposed 
to lighter content. | ask whether she prefers doing the 
heavier titles, as opposed to the more frothy shows 
and movies. She laughs. “You know what, that’s a 
lovely question. | absolutely love doing comedy, and | 
do comedy on stage a lot. After The Wire, | won't say | 
got pigeonholed, but the work that was made available 
to me was more along the lines of hour-long dramas. 
That’s what's so good about American Gothic: it’s an 
hour-long drama, but | get to be funny, too. Frankly, it’s 
something | love doing, but | haven't walked through 
that door yet. My dream would be to do what my friend 
Allison Janney has done, and to go from The West Wing 
to Mom. That’s what we do, We're stage actors, both 
of us, and that’s our trade. Sometimes, it’s an issue 
in the world of television and casting. People only see 
you do one thing, and you are only able to do one thing, 
and they only call you for one thing! Those doors are 
starting to open a little more, which Is fun. | would not 


begin to play favourites, because | just love to work.” 


Deirdre’s work isn't confined to television, though, 
and she recently finished filming a movie called 
Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk. “The trailers are in 
theatres now. It’s Ang Lee, so you know it’s going to 
stunningly beautiful. It’s based on the Ben Fountain 
novel of the same name, and it’s such a relevant 
story, unfortunately. It’s the story of a kid who is being 
followed by a journalistic crew, and he performs a bit 
of a heroic deed, and it winds up being all over the 
media. The crew gets brought back to be celebrated. 


The film takes place all in one day. The new thing 
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about this particular movie is, in addition to Ang Lee 
being one of the best storytellers living today, is that it 
was shot on a new camera developed by Ang and his 
director of photography. They modified some sort of 
military camera that the army uses to train soldiers in 
virtual reality. For example, Life of Pi was shot in 24 or 
26 frames per second HD. Billy Lynn's Long Halftime 
Walk was shot on a camera that’s never been used to 
shoot a film before, at 124 frames per second HD. All 
of the monitors backstage were 40 inch. Ang and all 
of the directors wore 3D glasses. | wore not a stitch 
of makeup - not a stitch! He really wants it to be an 
immersive experience from Billy's point of view, and 
that’s how he shot it, from the battle scenes to him 
walking through his day at home. It’s gonna be a really 


good movie!” 


| couldn't resist digressing from the interview, and 


commenting on Deirdre’s recently adopted dog. “Mr 
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Pickles,” she exclaims, joy colouring her tone. It’s 
clear that she’s more than happy to discuss him. “He’s 
sitting right next to me. Have you seen pictures?” | have. 
He’s an adorable white fluffy boy, and there are plenty 
of pictures to see on Deirdre’s social media accounts. 
“Let me just say that he’s the best thing to ever happen 
to me. This dog was found running in traffic in East 
Harlem, practically dead, and was at a kill shelter. We 
decided to take him home, to at least get him in shape 
to be given to someone else, and wouldn't be killed. 
Cut to seven months later, and | don’t go anywhere 
without him! He's kind of the mascot on the set of 
American Gothic. Actually, there are four dogs on the 
set of American Gothic. | don’t know if Star - Virginia's 
dog - is a rescue, but Vincent - Megan Ketch’s dog - 
is a rescue, and Justin Chatwin rescued a dog while 
we were shooting, named Boo. He's kind of a cross 
between a hyena and a German Shepherd. | don't know 
what that dog is, but it came from Argentina! Anyway, 
Mr Pickles is just the best dog ever. | don’t know how 
| got so lucky. He doesn't chew anything that’s not his, 
he came completely potty trained, and he just wants to 
play. He’s just a big bundle of love, and he might just 
be very cute, as well, which | didn't know at the time 


because he was bald!” 


It’s clear that Deirdre is a big advocate of the “don’t 
shop, adopt”, philosophy, and, being the owner of a 
pair of rescue dogs myself, it’s something | very much 
agree with. | ask what drove Deirdre to adopt rather 
than get a puppy. “| had a cat for fourteen years that 
| rescued off the Venice Beach boardwalk, and he 
passed away last May. We were going to get another 
cat, and we were just starting to look at the Petfinder 
listings. | started sending things to my partner once 
in a while, and the smile on this dog’s face was so 


pathetic, and | said ‘we just have to go and see that 
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dog’. So we did, and we came home and slept on it, 


and the next day we got up and went to go get that 
dog. He was just gonna get killed, so that was a no 
brainer, we could just save him for someone else. But 
boy, just try to separate us now! | wish you could see 
what I’m looking at, because he’s literally lying on his 
back, a smile on his face, and his tail on top of my leg. 
No matter where he is, he has to be touching me. | 
highly recommend it. There are so many animals who 
need homes. They're incredibly loyal, and incredibly 
grateful. You could always look there first, and then go 
buy a puppy! | guarantee once you walk into any shelter 
there's no need to pay someone to breed another dog. 
There are plenty of other animals who are desperate 
for wonderful homes. | really have become a bit of a 
trumpet for adoption since Mr Pickles came into my 


life, because he’s so extraordinary. ” 
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So not only is Deirdre supremely talented, but she likes 
to give back in the nicest way possible. | could have 
gushed with her about rescuing dogs all day. | can't 
wait to find out who the killer is in American Gothic - | 


have a feeling it’s worth the wait! 


American Gothic airs on Wednesday nights on CBS 
in the USA, and is available the day after on Amazon 
Prime in the UK. 


Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk is released in November 
2016. 


Deirdre’s Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/ddlovejoy 
Instagram: http://www.instagram.com/ddlovejoy 


Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/DeirdreLovejoy 


Text by Kay Scoble 


Photo credits: Nick Holmes 
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WHY STAR TREK DISCOVERY 
NEEDS THE DOCTOR 


y continuing mission for these articles Is to 

construct the greatest type of crew that Star 

Trek: Discovery should have. Captain, first 
officer and chief engineer are all chosen, so I’m going 
to pick whom | think would be best suited to keeping 
them up and healthy. 


The doctor, no matter the ship, has to keep the crew 
going no matter what. Borg attack, Kazon boarding 
the ship, an intelligent alien parasite nomming on the 
crew... If the blue-suited member of staff misses a 
trick, the vessel could be left like the Marie Celeste of 


ye olden folk tales. 


On the original Enterprise, Leonard “Bones” McCoy 
was the man. He wasn’t afraid to talk back to Captain 
Kirk with a “I'm a doctor, not a bricklayer” here and a 


“she’s dead, Jim” there. As a medicine man, he was 
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great, but his bedside manner left a little to be desired. 
He was always a little xenophobic too, as shown by his 


frequent insults aimed toward his fellow officer Spock. 


Next along was Beverly Crusher, primary caregiver 
on the Enterprise-D. It was a ship which housed 
entire families, a Galaxy-class starship and capable 
of transporting up to 15,000 people at any one time 
across Its 42 decks. That’s twice as many decks, and 
nearly 200 times as many people as the Enterprise. 
She accepted a post as head of Starfleet Medical, 
being in charge of even more people! However, after 
only a year she packed it in and returned to duty on the 
Enterprise-D - and that’s why she should not be up for 
duty on the USS Discovery. She left her son aboard the 
ship to accept a position as one of the most important 
people in Starfleet for only a few months, illustrating a 


desire to follow her own whims. 
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Katherine Pulaski took the place of Crusher aboard 
the Enterprise-D for the months that she was away. 
Like McCoy before her, she was hostile to one of the 
Bridge Officers (something she herself was not, 
unlike the previous two] - Data. She was also afraid of 
transporters, and, given that throughout the entirety of 
Star Trek, the transporters have been responsible for 
saving more lives than the medical staff, this makes 
her quite unsuitable. A doctor should be expected to 


make use of any and all available lifesaving tools. 


When Julian Bashir went for the posting to Deep 
Space Nine, it was so that he could practice ‘frontier 
medicine’. He got to do that, and much more, but it was 
more likely due to the fact that he had been enhanced 
during childhood to fix some faulty genes, and increase 
his intelligence and abilities. Not to mention the fact 
that he spent a year being pretty much the least liked 
crew member aboard the station, for being a smug, 


smart aleck flirt... 


As the only non-human on this List, it’s to be expected 
that Doctor Phlox would have some odd habits. Viewing 
human physiology as “simplistic”, he went to the 
extreme of what Pulaski wouldn't: using everything 
he could lay his hands on. This unfortunately included 
having to store live animals aboard the Enterprise - 
an experimental ship capable of travelling at speeds 
that had never been attempted before. With only 83 
people on board, it was lucky that there wasn't an 


outbreak of fleas... 


Which brings us to The Doctor: the Emergency Medical 
Hologram. Originally meant as a stop-gap measure 
at most, or to occasionally assist the existing medical 
staff, The Doctor is the only one on this list that grew. 


Which is curious, given that it was an adaptive artificial 


The Film & TV Mag 


intelligence and not a real person. He wanted to be 
more than just the doctor for 140 crew members, he 
even applied to move to the command division, and did 
so successfully whilst still maintaining the sick bay. 
He was programmed to be aloof and direct, but grew 
far beyond what his creator intended, and in ways that 


couldn't be foreseen. 


So whilst McCoy and Pulaski didn’t change, Crusher 
kept crushing on the captain while Bashir crushed on 
everyone, and Phlox was a health risk - clearly The 


Doctor is the only choice. 


With that, | add him to the crew of the Discovery. Sisko, 
Riker, O’Brien and The Doctor would be a fantastic 
team discovering new worlds and civilisations. But 
they need a Science Officer to help them do that... Find 


out next issue who | pick! 


By Andrew Duncan 


“THE GREAT WALL TRAILER 


ANALYSIS 


he Great Wall of China is one of the greatest 
wonders ever made by man. It’s over 5500 
miles long, and Is still standing after all these 
centuries, but why was it built in the first place? The 
Great Wall offers a thrilling explanation [of the sci fi 
kind) with what can only be seen as some dragon/ 
dinosaur crossover. Let’s be honest, the withdrawal 
from the lack of Game of Thrones in all of our lives 


means that everyone needs some dragons! 
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With no real explanation of why Matt Damon its in 
China in the first place, or what this war is about, it 
looks to be a visual masterpiece with fire, monsters 
and some beautifully shot martial arts. With being 
such a short teaser trailer we can only hope for a 
longer, more detailed trailer to see its real potential 


before its release next year. 


By Daisy Fox 
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WARNING! THIS ARTICLE CONTAINS SPOILERS! CLICK HERE 
TO SKIP THIS ARTICLE 


LUCIFER SEASON 1 CATCH-UP 


‘lL be the first to admit that Lucifer is one comic book 
adaptation | didn’t see coming. Your protagonist Is 
literally Satan - no, | don’t mean figuratively, he is 
the devil, once cast out of Heaven by God Himself and 


forced to torment the unjust for eternity. 


You have to admit, with a section of America known as 
the Bible Belt, you would think the Hollywood execs 


would leave it well alone. 


Thankfully they didn't, because what we were treated 
to last season was terrific television, and if subsequent 
seasons are an improvement, it is must-see TV. It 


stars Tom Ellis as Lucifer Morningstar, the [I stress 
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once more) actual fallen angel of biblical fame, who 
has taken a vacation from the infernal pits to run a 
trendy nightclub - Lux - in Los Angeles. He was joined 
by Mazikeen (aka Maze], played by Lesley-Ann Brandt, 
one of his demons who has pledged her existence to 
serve and protect her dark lord - whether he wants it 


or not. She also tends the bar. 


After a friend is murdered, Lucifer takes it upon himself 
to join forces with the LAPD, specifically detective Chloe 
Decker (Lauren German). Until now, Lucifer had used 
his devilish charm and good looks to get people to do 
whatever he wanted, though he always had hypnotism 


in his back pocket should the need arise. Decker turned 
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out to be completely immune to all of it, which puzzles 
Lucifer enough to make him persuade her captain to 


let him join Decker as a consultant on future cases. 


We're also introduced to Decker’s family - her ex- 
husband Detective Dan Espinoza (Kevin Alejandro) and 
their daughter Trixie (Scarlett Estevez], one of whom 
takes an instant dislike to Lucifer, the other takes a 


shine that is not reciprocated in the least. 


Amenadiel (D.B. Woodside] is the angel who has had 
to watch over Hell since his brother disappeared, and 
desperately wants Lucifer to take the job back. Lucifer 
also starts seeing psychiatrist Linda (Rachael Harris], 
whom he pays for their sessions with sex, as he tries 


to get to the bottom of why Decker is immune to him. 


Throughout the season were 13 police procedurals, 
with fantastical elements scattered around the place. 
We discovered that on top of hypnotism, Lucifer was 


immortal and immune to physical harm after getting 
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shot multiple times, was much stronger than the 


average human, and could show his true self to anyone 
he chose. Appearing quite demonic, it certainly put the 


fear of God into humans who saw tt. 


Decker kept witnessing these events, but wouldn't 
believe them, despite the scars on _ his_ back, 
unknowingly caused by Maze cutting Lucifer’s wings 
off at his request. For instance when Lucifer was shot, 
she had just been shot and saw it through a haze of 
pain and shock. However, at one point she caught the 
reflection of Lucifer’s demonic form, and actually shot 
him in the leg at his urging. It was at that point that the 


prince of darkness felt pain, and began to bleed. 


So as well as being immune to him, Decker had 
apparently also caused Luciferto turn mortal. Obviously 
a worry, but also an exciting prospect for him. The 
season then took a turn - with Decker no longer even 
Slightly believing that Lucifer was the devil, he began 


trying to investigate why she was able to injure him. 
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Behind the scenes, Amenadiel had been trying 
everything he could to get Lucifer back to Hell. He had 
gone to Maze, who did want to return home, but got 
nowhere with that aspect - so he took on the guise of a 
psychiatrist who had just moved into the office across 


from Linda. 


We were also introduced to a subplot about a fellow 
detective who had been inacoma for months, Malcolm 
Graham (Kevin Rankin]. Decker was present at the 
abandoned gym when Graham was shot, presumably 
by the mobsters he was meeting with and suspected to 
be receiving payoffs from. At least, Decker suspected - 
the rest of the force believed he was innocent, and shot 


in the line of duty. 


These two things would collide when a shipping 


container owned by Lucifer was stolen by parties 


unknown. He would only tell Decker that it was 


something very dear to him, which technically 
wasnt a lie - something he keeps saying he won't 
do. Once recovered, it turned out to have a secret 
compartment where his wings should have been, 


but were now missing. 


In an effort to make Lucifer return home, by making him 
miss the one thing that tied him to his past, Amenadiel 
had told someone where to find the wings. As a dealer 
in religious artefacts (both real and fake], the man had 
fake ones constructed to be bid upon, with the real 
ones mounted in his home. Lucifer wasn’t fooled for 
long, and reclaimed his property - before realising that 
the things from his back were holding him back - so 
he destroyed the wings by burning them on a beach, in 


front of his brother. 


That was where Malcolm Graham came in. That same 


day, the family was finally pulling the plug on his life 
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support, after months of no improvement. Amenadiel 
took the opportunity to bring the man back to life, 
much to their amazement, and without Lucifer being 
aware. It wasn’t for a benevolent reason, however. For 
six seconds, Graham had been completely dead, and 
in Hell. Using the threat of being put back down there, 
Amenadiel convinced Graham to kill Lucifer - who he 


knew could now bleed. 


Whilst Graham was putting things in motion, he 
confronted the man who shot him: Detective Espinoza, 
who Decker was unaware was also at the gym. With the 
threat of being found out hanging over him, Espinoza 
obtained a gun from the evidence locker, for Graham to 
kill Lucifer with. When Espinoza got cold feet, Graham 


knocked him unconscious. 


Knowing that he could be hurt, Lucifer bargained with 


the man - his Pentecostal Coin for his life. We had 


7 
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seen the coin several times through the season, with 
Lucifer spinning the levitating coin on the bar at Lux. 
He revealed that it was more than a fancy coin, it was 
what he was going to use to return to Hell. But, it could 
also be used by someone to escape Hell. As that was 
what Amenadiel was threatening Graham with, he took 


the coin and left feeling more alive than ever. 


However, Lucifer soon discovered that he was no longer 
mortal - so long as Decker was nowhere near him. If 


she was in the same room, however, he could bleed... 


With Decker and Espinoza having been getting along 
recently, they were going to try and make a go of it. 
However, with him unconscious and not answering his 
phone, and Graham having sent a horrible message 
using Espinoza’s phone, that threw Decker into 


Lucifer’s arms. 


Ee 
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Despite having spent a few weeks trying to get into her 
pants, Lucifer was surprisingly unreceptive to her very 
drunken advances, and let her sleep it off in his bed, 
whilst he wasn't in it. The next time she saw Espinoza 
[who had escaped his kidnapping), he couldn't explain 
why he sent her the text without implicating himself, 


so just told her that it was complicated. 


Decker had to investigate a series of murders which 
all but laid the blame at Lucifer’s own feet, so she told 
him that he couldn't work it with her. It was a ploy by 
Graham to try and get on the devil's good side - but when 
that didn't work, he tried to carry out Amenadiel's plan, 
only making Lucifer angry. The can of whoopass that he 
was about to open was stopped when Amenadiel came 


in, stopping his brother before fighting him himself. 


They were stopped by Maze, who told them to settle 
the score with the only thing that could hurt their kind 
- demon daggers forged in Hell. Luckily, that stopped 
them in their tracks, as they both realised they had 
been unfairly using people to their own ends, and 


Amenadiel left. 


As Lucifer drowned his sorrows at the bar, Decker 
came in to see him. As Lucifer began to explain what 
had him down, and his bloody nose, Decker noticed a 
dead body beside the bar. It was a preacher, with whom 
Lucifer had a very public confrontation with hours 


earlier. 


Surrounded by police, who joined Decker at Lux seconds 
later in drawing their weapons on the Lightbringer, 
Lucifer was rescued by Amenadiel. The two began 
looking for Graham, even as the police were collecting 
evidence from Lux. This included Graham, who picked 


up one of Maze's daggers. 
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He knew it wouldn't be long until he was fingered 
for the murder, so he went to see an old criminal 
associate, trying to get the funds to get a new identity. 
The angel brothers found out from Espinoza, and 
went to get him, to return him to Hell. They split up, 
resulting in Amenadiel getting stabbed by Maze’s 
dagger. Lucifer lost track of Graham, and ran into 
Decker who believed Lucifer was innocent. She 
wanted to help bring Graham in, and as he had just 
dropped his bag of money, she figured it would be 
pretty easy. 


Whilst at the station, Graham called Decker on Trixie’s 
phone. He had kidnapped her, and was holding her 
at a hanger, and the message was clear: come alone 
with the money, or lose the daughter. She tried to leave 
inconspicuously, but Lucifer noticed, and confronted 
her. Decker explained that she had to go alone, to 


ensure Trixie’s safety, and Lucifer agreed. 


Of course, it was a double-cross and Graham was 
about to shoot both Decker and Trixie, when Lucifer 
appeared to distract him. He had followed Decker, and 
tried to get into Graham's head - but was shot for his 
troubles. With Decker being so close, it caused him to 


bleed out, whilst begging God to save her. 


Back in Hell, Lucifer began exploring the ash-filled 
rocky landscape. He came across a door that had been 


chained shut, now burst open by the occupant - the 
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former resident now missing. As he took in the severity 


of the situation, Lucifer woke up back on Earth. 


Lucifer was quick to come to Decker’s aid, and 
punched Graham just as he was about to shoot her. 
Before he could pull the gun on Lucifer, Decker shot 
Graham multiple times. As he lay dying, he taunted 
that he would be back, thanks to the Pentecostal Coin 
- which Lucifer removed from his own pocket. God had 
returned it to him, and its power was now used up, 


resulting in Graham dying. 


Back at Lux, Maze had sequestered the injured 
Amenadiel away. Since their first meeting, they had 
met up multiple times, and slept together almost every 
time. Maze was confused by her feelings for the angel, 
even more so when he explained that he was going to 
die, barring something divine. It just so happened that 
Maze had stolen a feather from Lucifer’s wings, before 
he burnt them. She put the feather on the wound, and 


it glowed in divine light. 


Dodging Decker’s questions, Lucifer returned to 
Lux a while later. He found his brother asleep on the 
couch where Maze had put him, with her now missing. 
As Amenadiel woke, Lucifer explained what had 
happened, and that God now wanted him to return the 
soul that had escaped. When pushed as to whom that 


was, Lucifer simply replied “It’s mum.” 


By Andrew Duncan 
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THIS NETFLIX ORIGINAL SERIES IS A PITCH-PERFECT HOMAGE TO THE ‘80S. 
HERE'S SOME OF THE ELEMENTS THAT MAKE IT BINGE-WORTHY. 


NOSTALGIA - Stranger Things is great start to finish for anyone, but for an 80s kid it’s pure, 
mw Unadulterated nostalgia. The sense of style from the way the story is told, to its themes and central 
characters are a brilliant nod back to the films | grew up with. It made me feel like a kid watching 
classics like Poltergeist for the first time and loving every second. It’s not sanitised, it’s eerie, charming 


and has some scary moments which will creep you out! 


THE KIDS -~ Like a tot of the movies this show plays homage to, the kids are the stars of the 
show. Mike (Finn Wolfhand), Lucas (Caleb McLaughlin], Dustin (Gaten Matarazzo}, and Will (Noah 
. Schnapp], are four regular dorky friends playing D&D in the basement. Then along comes Elle (Millie 
Bobby Brown], the weird girl with some serious psychic mojo, and drags them into a surreal government 


conspiracy that quickly turns deadly. The young stars carry the stow brilliantly with some superb acting. 


TIMEWARP! - | you re going to set a show in the 80s, you've really got to be on the 
ball. A lot of your audience lived it, and have rose-tinted memories. They absolutely nail it. 

zi Everything is right from being set in a nondescript middle American town to the details like 
BMX bikes, hideous brown/orange chintz to the same tupperware my 

Nan had. Bad haircuts that look like the hairdresser was drunk, the 

trucker caps, the pull tab drinks cans, the terrible fashion... it’s 

) all just spot on. Add in the fantastic score and it’s hard coming to 


, terms with the reality this isn’t an actual retro series re-run. 


LO] PNG] hoes If you love playing spot the 


movie reference, Stranger Things is the ultimate 


e . ~~ pop quiz. Aliens, ET, Star Wars, Explorers, The 
‘ Evil Dead, Slugs, The Fog, Goonies, Cronenberg 
, \ movies, Stephen King novels.... the list goes on! 


% Whether it’s a line of dialogue, a bit of set decor, 


. ora direct lift and twist of a story trope there's 


NOAH SCHNAPP as wit Byers loads to try and spot. 
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A NETFLIX ORIGINAL SERIES 
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“REASONS TO WATCH 


SOUNDTRACK - Synth band SURVIVE created the score which manages to balance being 
m unique while echoing synth soundtrack greats like the original TRON movie. It perfectly compliments 
the title sequence, works with the eerie atmosphere of the show and sets the tone from the moment 


the opening credits drift across the screen.you out! 


TITLE SEQUENCE = Legendary creative studio Imaginary Forces (Mad Men, Boardwalk 
Empire, Jessica Jones) are the creators of the retro opening sequence. It’s a combination of digital 
7 and old school techniques which immediately evoke a sense of the era. For the nerds it’s font Is 


‘ITC Benguiat’, the same used for so many crappy 70s/80s horror paperback novels. 


WINONA RYDER as Jovce Byers 
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WINONA RYDER & MATTHEW MODINE = the uttimate aXe}antele[-mcomsaloe-yale\was) 


m period, having some of its most iconic names star! Winona Ryder switches up her teenage roles to 
play the distraught, slightly unhinged single mom Will, the boy whose bizarre disappearance Is the 
focus for the series. And Matthew Modine is a creepy Dr Mengele type mad scientist, trying to turn 
poor Elle’s (short for Eleven) psychic powers into a weapon. In true conspiracy fashion, ‘Dr Brennan’ is 
willing to kill any potential witnesses when Elle escapes his secret project. Both actors turn in brilliant 


performances and up the nostalgia feels to what Netflix calls ‘a love letter to the 80s generation’. 


THERE’S MONSTERS IN THE WALLS - Forget the monsters in the closet 


or under the bed, if there is one image in horror movies that still scares the bejesus out of me, 
it’s monsters In the walls! Nightmare on Elm Street did it, Poltergeist did it, and | still remember 
practically peeing my pants at the sheer terror of watching those scenes. Stranger Things manages 
to capture all those childish fears, uses scare tactics and the classic jumpy’ soundtrack moments 


to play psychological tricks on the audience without revealing too much too soon. 


CLICHE TO iisi- MAX = Yes, it’s absolutely chock full of terrible cliche and 80s 
movie tropes galore, only they work a treat! The token girl, the alcoholic tortured hero who's 
lost his wife and kid tragically, the slightly wacky single mother, the bully, the loner teen... 


write a list, and you'll have fun ticking them off. 


BINGE FACTOR - tf there’s one reason for loving Netflix, it’s the binge factor. 


gl his show is the kind of serial that’s more 8-hour movie, and it just begs to be watched 


back to back. So plan a sofa-day, put on sweatpants, load up on snacks and binge the 


hell out of all 8 episodes. 


By TJ Jeffrey 


DAVID HARBOUR as cuicr Jim HopPER 
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TRAILER 


WONDER WOMAN TRAILER 


ANALYSIS 


onder Woman tells the story of Diana (Gal 

Gadot), a warrior-princess who resides 

on Paradise Island. Air force pilot Steven 
Trevor, crash lands on the island and Is the first man 
who Diana lays eyes on. Diana then leaves her home 
to pursue the outside world only to find that it is in the 
midst of World War Il. 


Wonder Woman has certainly come a long way in 
production. As unfair as it sounds, studios were 
reluctant to make another superhero movie with 
a female lead due to past box office bombs such 
as Elektra (2005) and Catwoman (2004). With the 
competition DC is currently facing against Marvel, 
and the build up to Justice League, the time has 
finally come for a Wonder Woman adaptation. 


However, with the current trend of overly-hyped and 
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disappointing DC movies, will Wonder Woman live 


up to people's expectations? 


The trailer itself looks promising. There is more 
color compared to recent “50 shades of black” trend 
that is appearing in DC movies’ cinematography. Gal 
Gadot’s performance in Batman v Superman (2016) 
was one of the few good things about that terrible 
film. She definitely has a lot to live up to compared 
to Linda Carter. Having the film set in World War Il is 
reminiscent of Captain America (2011) and there may 


be some similarities in tone. 


| sincerely hope this movie is successful, but DC has 
yet to figure out the “howto make a well-written comic 


book movie” formula that Marvel has accomplished. 


By Tina Guglielmi 
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BEAST 


WARS: THE 


FORGOTTEN SERIES 


or “That Transformers Show With 
The Monkey” 


Wars 


Transformers’ past. It arrived when no new 


east is a forgotten segment of 

Transformers cartoon had hit the west for 
a decade. Initially intended as a reboot, by season 2 
it was decided that it took place in the future of the 
Generation One [original] cartoon. The series received 
a cult following, enough to get it three seasons and a 


spin-off - Beast Machines - which wasn't as well loved. 


As such, this is the cartoon some people think of when 
Fully CGI animated and 


featuring a cast of talented voice actors, the Maximals 


they hear “Transformers”. 


chased the Predacons who had stolen The Golden 
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Disk from a Cybertronian vault. With Optimus Primal 
leading the crew of science-ship Axalon in the chase 
of Megatron and his crew in the Darksyde, they crash- 
landed after falling through a portal in space, onto an 


unknown planet with two moons. 


As the well-written series went on, it turned out that 
they had arrived on Earth sometime between the 
Autobot Ark crashing and humanity evolving from 
Neanderthals. This allowed the series to put their own 
spin on the concept and make everyone shut up about 
it being a remake - it was important for Generation 


One’s (G1) history that this series happened. Of 
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course, since it was so well written it could have run 


onasaremake. 


There were less characters than in G1, with only a 
handful to begin with and barely reaching thirty who 
appeared by the 52nd and final episode. And when a 
character died, they didn’t return - well not looking the 
Same anyway. The death scenes weren't glossed over - 
something Transformers Prime would later copy. They 
had an effect on the characters and the series with 


following episodes referring to the event. 


There was an anime in Japan, made using traditional 
animation rather than CGI, called Beast Wars Il, anda 
sequel series Beast Wars Neo. They have never been 
officially released in the west, much to some fan’s 
disappointment, as they followed new characters in 


the same universe. 


There hasn't been an attempt to resurrect the cartoon 


apart from a couple of comic book miniseries, and 
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those took place ‘during’ the series with different 


characters, or involve time travel. 


It could be that the people who were kids around the 
time of the series [late-90's) are only now breaking 
into the right industries. The G1 characters have been 
rebooted three times and they were created in 1986, so 
if Michael Bay had been born 25-30 years later he would 
probably want to reboot Beast Wars as a live action 
movie. The wealth of the characters in Beast Wars Is 
just as much as Optimus Prime and Megatron - more 
so, given that they had much more focus on them than 


only the commanders and their direct lieutenants. 


Since G1 has been rebooted to the Transformers Prime 
and Robots in Disguise cartoons, it’s unlikely that we 
will ever see Optimus Primal grace our screens again. 
The best we can hope for is a DVD release - outside of 
Region 1 & 4 territories, anyway. For all of you in those 


areas, you should pick it up. 


By Andrew Duncan 
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EPIS 


After a narrow escape from the minefield, it’s time to 


take the fight to Takehaya. 


Onthe Nathan James, Chandler and creware desperately 
trying to track down which island the pirate is hiding 
on. There are just hours until Takehaya’s deadline to 
kill another hostage, but he remains elusive. Just as It 


begins to look hopeless, a strange signal is picked up. 


CHANDLER - “It’s a message from our people” 
SASHA - “Or it’s a trap. There’s a reason 


Takehaya is a legend” 


On the island, the pirates know the James is close and 
are busy clearing out. The prisoners know their friends 
are close, and the need to create a signal if there is to 
be any hope of rescue. Slattery manages to distract one 
of Takehaya’s men, and allows Garnett to slip away and 
sabotage a transmission tower, but it’s soon discovered 
and the pirates take measures to prepare for Chandler's 


arrival. 


MICHENER - “You realise you’re being used Jacob? 
Used and manipulated.” 


JACOB - “So they’re gunning for you?” 
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DOG DAY / INTHEDARK / SEACHANGE 


Back in St Louis the pressure is finally getting to Jeffrey 
as they wait for news on the hostages. Troublesome 
reporter Jacob Barnes is still pushing the president for 
answers, finally admitting to being fed inside information 


by the regional leaders. 


VERDICT 


When coming off the back of such a masterful suspense 
thriller like ‘Minefield’, ‘Dog Day’ had a lot to live up to. 
The bar was set high and this episode falls short despite 
finally getting a pay off to the hostage storyline. It’s still 
good TV, packed with some great moments, but it just 


doesn't have the quality we've come to expect. 


It's obvious some scenes have been cut down or lost 
completely, most notably a pre-mission speech by 
Chandler which was teased in promos, but does not 
appear in the episode. Removing it was In my opinion, a 
big mistake. That speech would have created areal sense 
of urgency and it’s emotional impact that this episode 
lacks the most. Without it, the action feels procedural, 
especially with cheap ‘red shirt’ deaths which are not 
typical for this show. Nor is a lack of authenticity in the 
action, but despite countless bullets flying at the heroes 
hiding ina wooden shack, not a single bullet hole appears. 


What it does have is a number of brilliant individual 
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moments. A terrifying machete fight between Wolf & a 
tattooed pirate (Ron Balicki), and a vicious drowning of 
an enemy in the mud by Lt. Danny Green. That horrible 
brutality and its cost is written all over Danny's face, with 
some superb acting by Travis Van Winkle. The reunion 
between Slattery and Chandler Is also brilliantly subtle, 
no manly hugs but a lot of meaningful subtext from Eric 
Dane & Adam Baldwin that is just perfect for these two 


very macho guys. 


7/10 


EPISODE 7: 


When coming off the back of such a masterful suspense 
t Takehaya has been captured, the hostages are free, 
now It’s time to take stock and count the cost of the 
rescue mission. Nathan James and her crew are not 
out of danger yet though, as they're pursued by Peng’s 


guided missile destroyers. 


CHANDLER - “Make no mistake, when we reach The 
States you will be charged with war crimes and 


prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law” 


Chandler wants answers but they only lead to more 
questions. Takehaya claims that his people have been 
deliberately poisoned with a fake cure, and when Rios 
investigates he discovers that the pirate and his wife 
have both the virus and cure in their blood. The cure is 
the same Scott cure but it’s not working and he has no 
idea why. Takehaya is insistent that the US Navy has a 
part to play in this, which Chandler realises is the reason 
for his desperate actions. Kidnapping Slattery and his 
crew was a matter of survival and to punish the people 


he believes are responsible. 


CHANDLER - “Peng’s sent his entire fleet..” 
SLATTERY - “Go dark!” 


The odds mount as the ship in pursuit turns out to be 
Peng’s entire fleet, not one but four guided missile 
destroyers who are zeroing in on the James. With those 
odds stacked against them, Chandler, Slattery and their 
crew will need to use every asset at their disposal to 


avoid being destroyed. 


MICHENER - “My fellow Americans, by now many of 


you have heard about the reports...” 
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Jacob Barnes makes an explosive revelation to the public 
that Michener allowed his infected son into a quarantine 
zone resulting in the deaths of thousands. The information 
comes from Curtis, the immune who shot and killed 
Dr Rachel Scott. It’s the guilty secret that has plagued 
Michener’s conscience and lead to a previous suicide 
attempt. With the truth exposed, Michener must make a 


public address for any hopes of saving his presidency. 


VERDICT 


Directed by executive producer Steven Kane and written 
by Katie Swain, this is without a doubt the finest hour of 
TV this show has made. There is a gauntlet of emotions 
to run, with action, suspense, poignancy, and drama... it 
has it all and in perfect balance, starting and ending with 


emotional gut-punches. 


Opening with Lt. Green writing a heartfelt condolence 
letter for a lost comrade, Travis Van Winkle yet again 
proves he can hit you right where it hurts. There is also 
a beautifully clever scene which takes the view in and 
allows you to experience the disorientation of a darkened 
ship’ while evading an enemy. Plus this episode is packed 
with revelations of the deep conspiracies surrounding 


Chandler's visit to Asia, without giving away too much. 


ERIC DANE as tom cHANDLER 


The finest and most poignant moment is the birth of 
Takehaya’s son. Green aids in the delivery, and again 
Travis Van Winkle hits you hard with an emotion packed 
performance as his character experiences joy and regret. 
Danny realises how much he has missed with his own 
son, and it’s portrayed with incredible skill. The scene 
ends with a moment between ‘three fathers’, Chandler 
and Slattery observing Takehaya’s first meeting with his 
newborn son. There is almost no dialogue, the moment 
carried simply by superb acting from Adam Baldwin, Eric 


Dane and Hiroyuki Sanada. 


The final scene of this episode is an absolute jaw-dropper. 
It might have been heavily foreshadowed through this and 
the previous episode, but it does not prepare you for the 


shock. Award-worthy and brilliant from start to finish. 
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EPISODE 8: 


The devastation of Michener’s death is felt by the crew of 
the Nathan James, and there are profound changes ahead 
as the secrets and lies surrounding Chandler's mission to 


Asia begin to unfold. 


OLIVER - “The world’s lost a great leader, but we in 


this room... we've lost a colleague and a friend.” 


Howard Oliver, the former vice-president and mayor of St 
Louis, arrives at the White House having been sworn into office 
on his way back from South America. The regional leaders 
are also in town bringing their agenda and immediately 
pushing to overturn many of the current policies. Michener’s 
funeral is barely over before the treachery begins, leading 
Kara Green to investigate the possibility that there is far more 


to his suicide than first appears. 


SASHA - “We can’t just assassinate a foreign leader 


without consulting with the Commander-in-Chief.” 


Shocked and angry, Chandler does not react well to the 
hollow condolences offered by President Peng. A lot of 
important changes are happening back home but right 
now the mission takes precedence. There are mysteries 
to solve and Tom is determined to finish what he started in 


Asia before returning to America. 


One of those are the missile’s Peng has been smuggling 
around Asia. The key to that mystery appears to be Wu 
Ming, the shady information dealer Sasha visited in 
Shanzhai, but when they go back to find him, they find 
Shanzhai destroyed. Takehaya believes Wu Ming is still 


alive and gives Chandler information to track him down. 


Doc Rios continues his investigation and uses Dr Rachel 
Scott’s journals to get to the bottom of why the cure does 
not work in Takehaya and his wife. The virus has been 
altered, not mutated. He makes the devastating discovery 
that someone has created an anti-cure, rendering it 
ineffective against the virus in those who have not been 


previously inoculated. 
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VERDICT 


Another solid episode with scenes that really hit home. 


There are a lot of details to take in, with many of the 
mysteries beginning to reveal themselves, but with those 
answers come a lot more questions. That is frustrating as 
a viewer but in the best possible way, we're along for the 
ride now and building to what will hopefully prove to be a 


spectacular finale. 


Marissa Neitling’s Kara Green (nee Foster] has come 
a long way since season 1, and her new role within the 
presidential staff has really given her a chance to shine. 
Standing up for President Michener’s policies against the 
regional leaders and the dawning realisation that all is not 
well in the White House are great moments that subtly tell 


the viewer big revelations are at hand. 


The loss of Dr Scott has been, for the most part, unexplored 
this season which has been hard for many fans. Executive 
producer Steven Kane said there's a deliberate sense of 
injustice to her death, but the loss Is there If you watch closely 
and if there’s one thing the writers and actors excel at, it’s 
adding those subtle details. One of those is a poignant scene 
as Doc Rios is explaining the cure-blocker to Chandler. For 
just a moment Tom's hand tenderly lingers over Dr Scott's 
diary. It’s beautifully simple, but when you see it, it really 
hits you and you're reminded just how much Tom cared for 


Rachel and how keenly he must still feel her loss. 
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WHY WE LOVE LUCY LAWLESS 


If you type “Lucy fucking Lawless” into any search engine, you'd be surprised how many results turn up. Most 
of the utterances of this almost-sacred phrase are in relation to just how awesome the woman Is, usually in a 


specific role. For some, she shone as Xena. For others, it was Lucretia. Yet others adore her as Ruby Knowby. 


There are few names more resonant with genre fans than that of Lucy Lawless, and that is due, in no small part, 
to her explosive breakout in the titular role of Xena: Warrior Princess. Ballsy, fierce and no-nonsense, she took 
the fight right to the men, and usually ended up besting them. A lesbian icon due to her (apparently confirmed] 
relationship with Gabrielle, Lucy was [and is} lusted after by blokes and birds alike, to the point where my dad 


even reminisces with the words “if | was fifteen years younger...” 

However, it would be a mistake to pigeonhole Lucy by her most famous role. Despite appearing In many genre 
titles, she is in fact a diverse actress with a background in musical theatre, who relishes the comedic and 
dramatic roles with equal fervour. 

Here, we count down what are arguably her ten best roles. Well, we like them, anyway. 


{ Caroline Platt - “Top 
1 of the Lake”: 
| 


Not a massive role, but Lucy appears 


in two episodes as the widow of Bob Platt, one of the 
murder victims in the show. Her big scene is raw and 
touching, but it never feels as though her character 


was developed enough. 


| : =~ 
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Countess Marburg - “Salem”: 


In “Salem”, Lucy plays the Countess Palatine 
Ingrid Von Marburg, the current identity of the last 
“true witch”, and something of an evil cowbag. 
One of the show's main villains in season two, 
her main goal is to bring the devil himself to 
Earth. This is on top of enjoying an incestuous 
relationship with her son, and trying to topple 
the show’s main witch from the hierarchy. A busy, 


nasty little bee. 


Alex Wisham - “The Code”: 


“The Code” follows a multi-stranded story set in 


. Australia, and Lucy plays the teacher of a young girl f& 


found dead after a night out with a boy who was in 
her care. Alex gets involved in the investigation in this 
intense drama. While not a lead role, Lucy’s character 
is pivotal to the storyline, helping to bring the different 
strands together. 


Diane Lewis - “Parks & Recreation”: 
A high school vice principal with a pothole problem, Lucy’s 
™ character meets and falls in love with the pompadoured Ron 
Swanson in season 5 of the NBC show. A steady, likeable 
character, Diane gets her guy, gets pregnant and married, 


and metaphorically rides off into the sunset with him. 
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Paula - “Flight of the Conchords”: 


Describing her character as looking like a ‘tea stain 
you d tried to wash out”, Lucy played the New Zealand 
tourism minister, a wallflower with a crush on the 
somewhat unfortunate looking New Zealand prime 
minister. Only appearing for a few minutes, she was 
memorable nonetheless, partly for the fact that she 
seemed to blend into the background, barely speaking 


a word unless it was to agree with the prime minister. 


D’Anna Biers - “Battlestar Galactica” 

Another bad guy makes the list! D’Anna Biers, also known as Number Three, was a humanoid 
Cylon infiltrator. What can we say about her? Lucy described her as “looking like a friend, but 
there's something cold there”. Standard Cylon fare, then. Copied more times than the class 
brain's homework, she dies and is resurrected multiple times before giving up the fight and 


deciding to stay on a barren Earth. 
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Herself. - “The Simpsons - 


Treehouse of Horror X”: 


Lucy played herself in a Hallowéen episode of Hae 
Simpsons’, in a section called | ‘Desperately Xeeking 
Xena’. Only a rhe € ‘but, one which. is 
well iH op loved, Hot Ae becausé 
Xena couldn't fly, butpl ucy coulen 


; y 
if 


Ruby Knowby - _. 
“Ash vs Evil Dead”: 

- “Ruby Ruby Ruby RUBYYYYYY" ! 
Oh yeah, what can we ‘say about -this 
kickass hellspawn? Saying, that Lucy 
plays a heinous bitch in Ash vs Evil Dead” 
would be an understatement! A demon 
responsible for Wan elalemeatem) (-telnolarelaallerela ie 
Book of the Dead -she'll stop at nothing to 
prevent Ash and his sidekicks from saving 
the world from the Deadites. It only takes a 
few episodes to Fealise that the seemingly 
nice woman who offers to help the police 
officer track down Ash is something rather 
more. Worth watching just for the very cool 
scene where she rises from the ashes of 


her own funeral pyre. 
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Lucretia - “Spartacus: 
Blood & Sand”, “Spartacus: 
"Gods of the Arena’, 

“Spartacus: Vengeance”: 
With the sounds of “Jupiter's cock” echoing idalaelelela 
the halls of the Batiatus villa and ludus, Lucretia 
- the wife of Batiatus - shows herself to be 
something of a Lady Macbeth character. 
Instrumental to her husband's power Tale! 
success, she will do whatever it takes to 
further their standing within Roman 
society, whether that is sleeping with 
other women, attempting to get 
pregnant by a gladiator, or killing 
their enemies. Lucy plays Lucretia 
as a force to be reckoned with, but 
shows a softer side when playing 
scenes with her husband, played by 
wlo)alaM mt-lalal-lapmalcmincvele(-salanalereliavaln 
the show extends to the women as 
well as the men, and Lucy is often f 
seen naked and cavorting witha 4 
variety of partners. Nothing 


to see here, move along. 
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| farrior Princess”: 

The role which made Lucy's name, what else could be number one? The first in a long line of 
™ strong, equal female characters, and arguably the catalyst to a change in how women - at least in 

fantasy or historical roles - were portrayed on TV. Lucy played he enviable Xena for six years, and 

became the subject of many a teenager's fantasy. Even my dad wasn't immune to Lucy’s charms! 
The show itself was something of a departure from what was popular on TV at the time, and the 
fact that it centred on a woman who was as good as - if not better than - the men in whatever she 
took on foreshadowed many of today’s shows. Her perceived lesbian relationship with Gabrielle 
throughout the show was a talking point, and Lucy herself confirmed that, at the time of the finale, 
she had come to believe their relationship was gay. Xena broke so many moulds, it was a true 


original, and blasted Lucy into international stardom. 


Lucy has had a long and diverse career, and, in October's issue, we have an EXCLUSIVE interview with her, 
talking about season two of “Ash vs Evil Dead”, how she feels about appearing in so much genre content, and 


her work with Greenpeace. Don’t miss it! 
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LIFE IMITATING ART 


Jocko Sims talks about going from playing a DJ to being one, & everything in between 
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ocko Sims has quite the pedigree. A theatre 


student at UCLA, his first screen role was as a 

DJ on the TV show 10-8: Officers on Duty. Over 
the years, this talented actor has built a credible and 
varied body of work, including roles in the critically- 
acclaimed NYPD Blue and Grey’s Anatomy, before 
scoring a series lead role in “Crash”, playing Anthony 
Adams. He is currently thrilling viewers on screen as 
Lieutenant Carlton Burk on The Last Ship, and it is for 


this reason that | am talking to him. 


In the first two seasons of the show, Carlton Burk has 
remained something of a mystery, with us finding out 
little about his background. However, season three 
finds us discovering that he not only has a big brother, 
Cameron - played by LaMonica Garrett - but Cameron 
is now on the USS Nathan James, and is just a little bit 
senior to Carlton. In our family, that would have created 
World War 3! | ask Jocko to tell us a little bit about that 


development, and what that means for Carlton. 


“Yeah, so Carlton has this older brother,” chuckles 


Jocko, his voice clearly amused. “Cameron is also in 
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the navy, and, after the Red Flu broke out, survived for 
four months with just his men, and was responsible for 
keeping them safe. He’s now on the ship, and we get to 
see how the brothers interact. Despite them being the 
same rank, Cameron is slightly more senior, and we 


definitely get to see some sibling rivalry there!” 


Sibling rivalry aside, | wonder what else we're going 
to see by way of discovering more about the Burk 
brothers’ upbringing. “Oh, they're close,” Jocko 
assures me. “They've probably had something of a 
tough upbringing, so they've had to learn to rely on one 
another to an extent. Sure, we're gonna see the usual 
brotherly fights and jealousies between them, but 
they're close.” This is one of the things we love about 
The Last Ship: the fact that the writers strive to make 
things as close to real life as possible, and that includes 
genuine points of friction between the characters. It’s 
one of the things that makes the ensemble cast work 


so well when the storyline is transposed to our Screens. 


In the first two seasons of the show, we've seen 


Carlton Burk as something of a rock: safe and steady, 
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although not averse to getting stuck into the action. 
However, the season premiere showed us a different 
side to Carlton, with an epic hand to hand fight that 
ended with more than a few shades of Indiana Jones. 
It’s a scene that went down particularly well with the 
fans, and made me chuckle. “I’m glad you enjoyed 
the fight,” Jocko says, and | ask him to explain a little 
more of the background behind it, and how it 


worked to film It. 


“It was great fun, you know? We have some 83 as eg 


fantastic fight choreographers, and they oi 


make it as easy as possible to make 
things look real.” Surely it must have 
taken days of rehearsal? “Well, | got 
called in to learn the fight, and | had 
maybe thirty minutes to learn all 
the moves!” Given that the scene 

in question is probably almost a 
minute long, this is impressive stuff. 
“The guy | was fighting was really 
huge, but he was a great fighter. It was 
his job to respond to my moves, and my job 
to react properly to his.” Jocko then throws me 
a curveball, asking me how long | thought the 


fight took to film. Three hours, | guess. “More like four 


and a half,” he exclaims. “The window was just one 
take, though. We had just one shot at putting me d 
through the glass, but the rest took a while.” The 


- 
Y 


end result was worth it, though, with the fight A 


a fast moving brawl through a warehouse, a 
ultimately ending in an Indiana Jones } 
style moment. Well worth watching the 


season three premiere for. 


Not 


too much about the season 


wanting to give away 


premiere, what happens to 
Burk during that warehouse 
leave him 


scene does 


ver _ playing a somewhat reduced role over the 
a Bay. next few episodes, but it does also give us 
? the chance to see him interacting with 

Cameron on a more personal level 


than we might otherwise have seen. 


Fa >) ask Jocko whether he can tell 
a us anything more about Carlton, 


something we might not already 
know. Jocko thinks for a few 


sm seconds. “| don’t know if 


ORS 
> \ 
N 
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there’s anything | can 


tell you, not without 


NY 


spoiling the season,” he laughs. ‘I'll tell you that there 
will be some more great cliffhangers, and some more 
great firefights! The show's pretty consistent that way: 
you get a fantastic cliffhanger every week, and you can 
be sure that the fights are incredible! Also, you're going 
to have some real surprises with characters from the 
past coming back, people you wouldn't have expected 
to see again.” My brain just went into overdrive, trying 


to work out who it might be. 


| ask Jocko what attracted him to the role of Burk, 
who, at least on the face of it, might seem like a very 
straightforward character. “You know, that’s a good 
question,” he muses, but only for a second. “I’m often 
cast in quite cerebral roles - lawyers, detectives, that 
sort of thing. “| went for Carlton because he was 


something a bit different, not what I'd usually play.” It’s 
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true, too: a quick look at Jocko’s IMDb listing shows you 
roles as a Department of Justice investigator (Castle], 
a civil rights worker (Masters of Sex] and a lawyer 
(Franklin & Bash]. Also listed are roles as a US Marine 
in Jarhead and a Private First Class in Covert Affairs. 
However, even including his role as Carlton Burk, the 
military portrayals are definitely in the minority. Despite 
the departure from his usual “type”, the role feels like 
it was made for Jocko. “You know, | was completely 


surprised when | got the call telling me | had the role!” 


It wasn’t the first time that Jocko has appeared with 
Eric Dane either, albeit in a somewhat roundabout 
way. Jocko appeared in a season six episode of Grey's 
Anatomy, in which Eric played one of the leads, Dr Mark 
Sloan, better known as ‘McSteamy’. “I didn’t actually 
get to shoot any scenes with Eric back then,” admits 
Jocko. “There was a bit of foreshadowing, though. 
When my name came up on the credits, it was right 


across Eric's face! | had a bit of a joke with him when 


we started working together on The Last Ship, and | 


told him it was a sign of things to come!” 


It’s not just for his stellar performance as Carlton Burk 
that Jocko’s made a name for himself on the show. | 
mention that a little birdie named Bren Foster told me 
that he and Kevin Michael Martin, who plays Miller, are 
the two biggest jokers on set. He seems to find this 
funny, and | wonder whether my remark might have 
caught him out a little! “Kevin and |, we're inseparable 
when the cameras stop rolling,” he laughs. “In my 
first episode, he was one of the people | was yelling 
at, really making him feel uncomfortable. | found that 
uncomfortable for myself, as a person. In the second 
episode, we had a nice scene where |'m a bit nicer to 
him, and give him a bag of chips!” It certainly seems 


that a bromance was born early on. 


“We're always messing around on set, always playing 


pranks on people, but nothing too much, nothing 


that will disrupt the show. The schedule on The Last 
Ship is too insane to do that! | mention that Bren told 
me about the golf cart liberation incident, and Jocko 
laughs again. “We really have a lot of fun together, we 
just clicked the moment we met. We just can't help 


messing around sometimes!” 


| wonder whether this mischievous side was something 
that evolved as he got to know Kevin, or whether he’s 
always been a prankster. Jocko admits to it being 
the latter when | ask him about the most outrageous 
prank he’s ever pulled. “I’ve always played these really 
elaborate pranks, and always loved playing practical 
jokes. | was about 11 when my cousin and | were home 
alone, and | pretended to hear something outside. He 
was terrified, and | said I'd go upstairs to call my mom. 
Instead of calling her, | snuck out the window, down 
onto the fence on the second level, and quietly slid the 
Sliding door open. The curtain was slightly closed, so 
he didn't see me, or hear the door open. | leapt out 
from behind the curtain, and | can still see the look on 
his face now - it was priceless! | think he may have 
actually messed his pants.” It definitely sounds as 
though you don't want to be on the wrong side of Jocko 


in a prank war. 


Over the last couple of years, Jocko has been very 
much in demand, filming recurring roles in Castle and 
Masters of Sex as well as appearing on The Last Ship. 
| asked how he juggled these very different roles. “The 
schedule on The Last Ship is so insane, it’s impossible to 
film things simultaneously,” he explains. “You couldn't 
do another regular role at the same time. However, I’ve 
been lucky enough not to have to juggle two roles at 
once, and the year | did Masters of Sex, | was fortunate 
enough to work year round - half the year on The Last 


Ship, the other half on Masters of Sex.” Viewers can 
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tend to forget that acting can be very much a seasonal 
job, with no guarantees of work, no matter how good 
you are. However, Jocko has more than one string to 


his bow, it would appear. 


“If I'm back from work in time, and in town on a Monday 
night, |domy radio showwith my mom, ’ he says, clearly 
proud of this venture. It’s certainly not something that 
you would necessarily expect, but as you listen to him 
talk, it makes sense. “It all started with my mom a 
few years ago. She wanted to start a radio show for 
unsigned acts of all genres - rock, pop, hip hop, metal 
- and she wanted me to help. | just nodded and smiled, 
you know, like ‘uh huh, mom, sure you're going to do 
it’, and really didn’t think it would happen. Next thing 
| knew, she'd set things up, and in the very first week 
she had this huge comedian, Luenell, on the show with 
her! Now look at it! I’ve learned you never say no to your 


mom when she says she’s going to do something!” 


The show in question is an internet radio show called 
Apollo Night LA. Jocko explains the finer points. “It’s 
called Apollo Night LA, and you can listen live every 
Monday at www.apollonightla.com at 7pm PST. We 
dedicate the show to playing new music from unsigned 
artists from whatever genre you can think of. So we'll 
play your song for the first time, and we'll let you know 


whether we liked it. It’s a lot of fun, and we have a lot 
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of special guests on the show. Recently, we had En 
Vogue, who | loved when | was younger, and Jamie 
Foxx, and we also had the legendary Roseanne Barr on 
last week! It was fun to watch her drink more or less a 


bottle of wine, and critique hip hop acts!” 


It sounds like it’s something that does a real service 
for up and coming musicians, and the addition of the 
special guests - recently, Eric Dane, who plays Tom 
Chandler on The Last Ship, appeared, and fielded calls 
as well as critiqued the music. It’s easy to submit your 
music, too, and Jocko has made a video explaining how 
to do it! (Above). 


It sounds as though Jocko has more than enough on his 
plate at the moment, but he astounds me by explaining 
that he is working on even more. “I’m working on a 
number of other projects at the moment - some 
directing, producing - stuff | can talk about further 
down the road, including writing a comedy, which I’m 
really looking forward to. | can’t wait for this to all come 
out.” It sounds as though Jocko Is really diversifying, 


and utilising his talents to their fullest. 
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That might worry his fans, though, who may think that 


it means they'll see less of him on their screens. Jocko 
is quick to reassure me that this won't be the case. “Of 
course, I'll keep my acting hat on, so you can still watch 


out for me!” 


One thing that has shone through during the entire time 
we ve been talking is Jocko’s passion and enthusiasm 
for his art, and it’s areal breath of fresh air. | think we're 
going to be seeing a lot more of Jocko to come, so be 


prepared for him to take Hollywood by storm! 


Twitter: http://twitter.com/JockoSims 
Instagram: http://instagram.com/JockoSims 


Apollo Night LA: http://www.apollonightLA.com 


Text by Kay Scoble 

Photo credits: The Last Ship images: (C) TURNER 
ENTERTAINMENT NETWORKS, INC. A TIME 
WARNER COMPANY. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 


Editorial shots: Photographer: Diana Ragland 
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WHAT WILL FLASHPOINT 
EAN FOR SEASON 3 OF THE 


FLASH 


while ago, Grant Gustin tweeted the title of 
the first episode of season 3 on The Flash: 
Flashpoint. Now, to those who have just 
enjoyed the Arrowverse shows [DC superhero shows 
on The CW) and are unfamiliar with the comics won't 
know what that means. And If you've not seen the end 


of season 2, this article will contain major spoilers. 


After the loss of his father, Barry Allen foiled Zoom’s 
plans to destroy the multiverse. It also made him 
decide to not lose anyone else that he loved, and so 
decided the best way to get a start on this was to 


travel back in time to stop Reverse Flash from killing 
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his mother. This undid season 1 Flash deciding to not 
stop it to preserve the timeline, and he disappeared, 
leaving season 2 Flash holding his mum. Smash cut: 


end credits. 


Manipulating the time stream hasn't always turned 
out for the best for Barry Allen. The best he can hope 
for, upon returning to 2016, is that he gets chased by 
Time Wraiths. 


But Flashpoint happened in the DC Universe [the comic 
books) back in 2011, and it most certainly did not result 


in Time Wraiths. 
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Spoilers for a five-year-old plotline for the event that 
rebooted the entire DCU as “The New 52”, but Flash 
went back in time to save his mother from being 
murdered by Reverse Flash. This one event threw 
the world into chaos. Superman landed on Earth as a 
baby, and was whisked away to a secret government 
research facility. Bruce Wayne was murdered in front 
of his father, making Thomas Wayne become Batman 
- a vigilante who killed bad guys. Captain Cold (known 
as Citizen Cold) was the hero of Central City. Most of 
Europe was underwater because Wonder Woman and 


Aquaman got a divorce [oh yeah, they were married)... 


Most importantly: The Flash didn’t exist. Barry was 
never struck by lightning and doused in chemicals, 


becoming the fastest man alive. 


Okay, so a lot of that won't be true of The Flash season 3 
‘Flashpoint’. Mainly because most of those characters 
don't exist in the same universe. But the final one - no 


Flash - most certainly will be true. 


Based on the trailer shown at San Diego Comic-Con, 


we know that Henry Allen is alive and well, and still 
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happily married to Nora. But is all as it seems? Star 
Labs kinda exists, and it’s in Central City (no Flash 
means no Reverse Flash, meaning Harrison Wells 
led his own life], but did the particle accelerator did 
go boom and create metahumans? We don't even see 


Barry use his powers, though he has the suit. 


It does mean that Captain Cold will be returning to 
Central City for the length of the storyline, at least, 
because | know |'d use It as an excuse for him to return. 


Assuming Ramon Industries created the cold gun... 


However, let’s look at the other Arrowverse characters 
as they were in the comics. Oliver Queen is the head ofa 
military contracting company: Green Arrow Industries, 
with Roy Harper working for him. Vixen is a villain 
who used to be with Ollie, and they had a daughter 


together. Huntress and Katana were members of the 


Amazons (the ones at war with Atlantis). Deathstroke 
was a pirate lyes, really), looting the sunken Europe. 
Heat Wave killed one half of Firestorm, trying to join 
the matrix himself, but was ultimately defeated. Wally 
West was friends with Pied Piper, and was murdered 
by Citizen Cold after finding out the truth - did | not 


mention Cold was pretty damn evil? 


Somewhat annoyingly, Black Canary, Constantine, 
Diggle, Thea and many others weren't seen in any of 
the 61 issues of the event. But given what I've just listed, 


we should be glad they didn’t exist or were ignored... 


Hopefully they don’t mirror the comics too closely. 
Given how dark the event was, and how light of tone 
The Flash usually is, it would be so jarring. It would be 
like My Little Pony suddenly having an episode set in 


real life Nazi Germany. 


| don't believe that Flashpoint will affect the other 
Arrowverse shows. They like their crossover episodes, 
but | don’t think they will make you find an episode of 
a different show from months ago just to find out why 


Oliver is completely mental in Arrow season 5. 


But just because The CW plans to do a big crossover 
between Arrow, The Flash, Legends of Tomorrow, 
and newcomer to the network Supergirl, it doesn’t 
mean that Flashpoint will be a one-off. It could go on 
for three or four episodes, but | hope not. If it goes for 
more than a two-parter, | can’t imagine it doing too 
well ratings wise. After two years of world building, as 
well as introducing time travel and alternate worlds, it 


might be too much for the fanbase. 


But | might be worrying over nothing. Time will tell. 


By Andrew Duncan 
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